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A major new distribution warehouse is being built 
at Thorp Arch Estate for national drinks distributor, 
Matthew Clark Wholesale Ltd, which is due to move 
in this summer.

The agreement that Thorp Arch Estate will build a 
62,925 sq ft purpose-built distribution warehouse 
for Matthew Clark was among the biggest deals 
announced in Yorkshire in 2015.

Construction work is now underway on the facility 
which will enable Matthew Clark, which distributes 
alcoholic and soft drinks to thousands of pubs, 
hotels, clubs and restaurants throughout the North,  
to move from Dunnington, near York, where it has 
been based for more than 15 years, transferring 90 
jobs to the Estate. 

Award-winning construction company, Hobson 
& Porter, Hull, is carrying out the building work, 
managed by property and construction consultants, 
LHL Group, York, as employer’s agent.

The new distribution warehouse will feature nine 
dock-levellers, two level-entry goods access doors, 
a large goods yard and 6,350 sq ft of office space.

Director of Wharfedale Property Management, which 
manages the Estate for owner, Rockspring Hanover 
Property Unit Trust, Tim Munns, says: “Attracting 
Matthew Clark Wholesale Ltd is another significant 
coup for Thorp Arch Estate as we continue to develop 
one of the most dynamic business communities in 
Yorkshire. 

“As with many of our tenants, Matthew Clark chose  
to relocate to Thorp Arch Estate due to our proximity 
to the A1(M) and underlines the Estate’s ideal location 
equidistant between Leeds, York and Harrogate.”

Matthew Clark, which has its national headquarters 
in Bristol, has more than 200 years experience 
of supplying drinks, hospitality training, labour 
management and marketing support to more than 
16,000 premises in the UK. 

Matthew Clark’s regional managing director, Ian 
Gordon, says: “I’m delighted to be relocating  
our regional operations to this new, purpose-
built facility. Our business has grown dramatically 
during the past few years which has meant that  
we are unable to continue to operate from our 
existing site. 

“Our new warehouse will enable us to continue to 
offer our customers industry-leading service and 
the best selection of our award-winning range of 
drinks.  This is a very exciting time for the Matthew 
Clark business and this expansion is the result of a 
continuing successful collaboration between our 
suppliers, employees and customers.  This new 
development paves the way for the next phase of 
growth of the Matthew Clark business.”

Thorp Arch Estate demolished three former Units, 
512, 514, and 515 to make way for the new depot 
which will become Unit 512.
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THORP ARCH ESTATE PREPARES  
TO WELCOME DRINKS DISTRIBUTOR 

MATTHEW CLARK

Wharfedale Property Management Limited, managing agents for the Thorp Arch Estate, can be contacted at
The Estate Office, Thorp Arch Estate, Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS23 7FZ • Telephone 01937 845919
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WORK STARTS: pictured (L to R) at the start of work on the new giant distribution hub for Matthew Clark Wholesale Ltd are:  
Director of property and construction consultants, LHL Group Ltd, Richard Hampshire (left); Hobson & Porter site manager, Dean Platts and  

Wharfedale Property Management Ltd director, Tim Munns (right).



ON THE MOVE: Gallito managing director, Ian Ward, in the company’s new base at Unit 407
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After 40 years on the Estate, spray booth and paint 
finishing systems specialist, Gallito Ltd, is expanding 
into more production space at Unit 407, Birch Park.

The business, which has occupied Unit 357 for 
some years, has leased Unit 407, where it is  
initially occupying 13,700 sq ft with an option to 
expand into the rest of the 31,238 sq ft building  
as it grows.

Acquired in 2014, by Dewsbury-based dust and 
fume extraction company, Dust Control Systems 
Ltd, Gallito, one of the Estate’s longest-established 
tenants, is expanding its production capability to 
include the manufacture of steel ductwork products 
for industrial extraction systems.

Gallito managing director, Ian Ward, says: “To 
realise our growth plan of adding the manufacture 
of steel ducting and associated products, as well as 

increasing our capacity in spray booth manufacture, 
we needed larger premises.

“Unit 407, which is just a stone’s throw from  Unit 357,  
provides us with exactly what we require without 
having to leave the Estate. We have taken around  
half the available space in the unit and the Estate’s 
managing agent has allowed us to retain a future 
option on a further part, or all, of the remaining 
area which demonstrates a flexible and supportive 
approach and is extremely useful for us.”

Gallito has invested more than £500,000 in new 
equipment and in fitting out the new sheet metal 
fabricating facility and has recruited 10 more staff. 

Among specialist machinery in the new unit is an 
advanced KIMLA fibre laser-cutting machine, which 
accurately cuts sheets of 12mm mild steel at high  
speed. The fast-cut laser machine was supplied and 

commissioned by nearby tenants on the Estate, MBA 
Engineering Systems, which is the sole UK distributor 
for KIMLA.

Also included in the list of new machines is a CNC 
forming press, which bends 3m long-sheet steel 
into the required shape and size, a 1.6m long 
robotic seam welding machine, a CNC sheet metal 
tube rolling machine and an L-BM 100kN hydraulic 
forming press.

Ian Ward adds: “With such a significant capital 
investment, and because we were creating new 
jobs, we were able to apply for a Business Growth 
Programme grant through Leeds City Region Local 
Enterprise Partnership. 

“This was successful and Gallito Ltd was awarded a 
grant of up to £70,000 towards our investment in 
new machinery and we are grateful for this support.”

STEEL DETERMINATION HELPS 
GALLITO INVEST FOR GROWTH
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DREAMS:  Manager of the new Dreams outlet on the Retail Park, Jude Tarpey.

National bed retailer, Dreams Ltd, has returned to the Estate to strengthen the 
bedding offer on The Retail Park, moving into Unit 9.1.

Dreams, which has its head office in Loudwater, High Wycome, first moved onto 
the Estate in 2013, leasing 11,000 sq ft and, after closing temporarily, is now  
re-opening under new ownership.

The company, originally founded in 1985, manufactures and sells beds, mattresses 
and headboards and also stocks a range of bedroom furniture, bedding and  
bed linen.

Dreams Ltd has 170 stores throughout the UK with four others in Yorkshire in 
York, Leeds, where there are two, and Bradford.

The new outlet at The Retail Park has created four new jobs on the Estate and 
provides Jude Tarpey with her first management role with Dreams. 

Dreams head of store north, Phil Marshall, says: “Thorp Arch Estate is very 
different to other retail parks in feel and architecture due to its previous life as a 
war time munitions facility.

“It’s a great fit for Dreams, as it is popular with the local community and has a 
wide range of retail outlets from small independents to larger household brand 
names offering a large choice of products.”    

Store manager, Jude Tarpey, says: “We hope that the return of Dreams will help 
strengthen The Retail Park as a shopping destination and help to attract more 
shoppers which will also benefit other retailers.”

Director of Wharfedale Property Management, which manages the Estate,  
Tim Munns, says: “The economic recovery has led to more shoppers coming to 
The Retail Park which, in turn, has led to some retailers opening new stores.

“We are very pleased to welcome back the newly-invigorated company, adding 
diversity to our offer and providing a local base for a well-known national  
retailer.

“Along with Benson Beds at Unit 9.6 and Mercers at Unit 9.8, which specialises in 
bedroom furniture, such as wardrobes and bedside tables, the return of Dreams 
provides a wider choice for shoppers to buy all they need, from furniture to sheets 
and pillows, to create bedrooms for all the family.”

SWEET DREAMS AS BEDDING COMPANY 
RETURNS TO RETAIL PARK
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NEW SHOWROOM: Pictured in the new Martin House warehouse and showroom are retail development manager, Stephanie Rimmington 
and warehouse manager, William Mayger.

A new furniture warehouse and showroom has been opened on the Estate by   
children’s hospice, Martin House.

The facility has two full-time staff who are working to build up a team of 
volunteers at the new outlet at Unit 657A, complementing its 10 shops in North 
and West Yorkshire.

The family-led care that Martin House provides free of charge to children and 
young people with life-limiting conditions across North, East and West Yorkshire, 
costs more than £5m a year to provide and most of this comes from voluntary 
donations and fund raising. A proportion is raised through items donated for sale 
through its shops.

Martin House retail manager, Steph Rimmington, says: “Our retail operations  
are a vital part of our fundraising activities, bringing in a regular source of  
income for the hospice and placing us firmly at the heart of the communities  
we serve.

“Thorp Arch Estate was an obvious choice for our new furniture warehouse and 
showroom as it is very accessible for Leeds, York and Harrogate. It has enabled us 
to improve the organisation of our donated stock and has given us much-needed 
extra space for clothes, books and home wares as well as furniture and other 
large items.

“This means we can accept more donations, distribute them to shops more easily, 
and ultimately raise more funds for the hospice. The warehouse is already proving 
very popular. During the next year, we hope to continue expanding our retail 
operations and may look for a similar facility elsewhere.”

Martin House, which was founded in 1987 and has its hospice and headquarters in 
Boston Spa, provides services including planned care, symptom control, nursing, 
end-of-life care, and bereavement support. Where possible, the charity also 
provides care and support to families in their own home.

Martin House also organises charity events including its family-friendly Colour 
Run and its prestigious Glitter Ball, and also receives a huge amount of support 
from those taking part in running events and other challenge activities. 

Steph Rimmington adds: ”We are also lucky to have the support of a number 
of businesses from across the region, as well as a huge number of committed 
fundraisers out in the community. Currently, a quarter of our families are 
supported by a gift left in a will.”

The new warehouse and showroom is open Monday to Saturday, 10am until 
4pm so visitors can bring donations and browse stock. The charity can arrange 
collection and delivery of large items. Anyone interested in volunteering at the 
Estate can contact the Martin House retail team, Tel: 01937 849039.

CHILDREN’S HOSPICE MARTIN HOUSE 
OPENS FURNITURE WAREHOUSE AND 

SHOWROOM AT ESTATE
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NEW TENANT:  Wharfedale Property Management chartered surveyor, Chris Hilton (left) with Mike Wappett,  who has brought his  
two businesses, advertising agency Stuart Hirst Ltd and cosmetics manufacturing and sales business, Cosmiko, from Leeds to the  

newly-refurbished Unit 715.

Three units have been let – and a fourth is imminent 
– following the extensive speculative refurbishment 
of two former wartime munitions factory buildings 
at the Estate.

The total refurbishment, which included the fitting of 
a new insulated roof and wall cladding, new offices, 
roller shutter doors and welfare facilities, created 
six new individual light industrial units, ranging from 
1,159 sq ft to 2,539 sq ft.

Unit 710 has been let to Aerotech Abrasives Group 
Ltd and comprises a detached unit of 2,558 sq ft.  
Unit 715E has been let to advertising agency Stuart 
Hirst Ltd, and its associated natural cosmetics 
manufacturing and sales company,  Cosmiko, and 
totals 1,933 sq ft.

Solicitors have also completed the letting of 
715A, which totals 1,184 sq ft,  to K&K Brickwork 
Contractors and terms are close to being agreed on  
Unit 715D

Stuart Hirst Ltd is led by managing director, Michael 
Wappett, who joined the company as an advertising 

account director in 1997. He acquired the business 
in 2005 and launched Cosmiko five years ago. 
Both companies have relocated to the Estate from 
Roundhay, Leeds.

Cosmiko uses the unit for research, development, 
testing and the  manufacture of its natural and 
organic skincare products as well as the filling, 
packing and shipping to trade clients worldwide.

The business supplies small and medium size 
independent retailers and skin care professionals. 
Popular products include beard oil and general 
skincare items such as moisturisers, serums and 
anti-ageing ranges. 

Michael Wappett says “Four people have moved from 
Leeds but we plan to recruit more and move others 
from elsewhere during the next 12 months, so we will 
more than double our staff.

“Our move to the Estate was mainly to accommodate 
Cosmiko which has grown rapidly during the last 
two years and is set to expand further. We needed 
space for manufacturing and packaging, plus good 

transport links and this was an ideal, attractive 
location with well-refurbished units.”

All the new units include new tarmacadam parking 
and loading and can access the Estate’s discounted 
super-fast broadband.

Director of Wharfedale Property Management, which 
manages Thorp Arch Estate for owner, Rockspring 
Hanover Property Unit Trust, Tim Munns, says: “We 
are encouraged by the speed of the lettings at these 
three units and are pleased to welcome such exciting 
businesses to the Estate. 

“This follows the successful refurbishment of Units 
713 and 726 in 2014 where five of the units were let 
upon completion of the refurbishment works and all 
nine units were let within six months.

“In the 12 months up to 30 September, 26 companies 
located onto the Estate, at the same time as a 
number of existing tenants expanded and moved into 
larger premises.  This demonstrates the continuing 
popularity of the Estate with growing numbers of 
companies choosing to be based here.”

FAST LETTINGS FOR NEW UNITS  
BOOSTS ESTATE’S CONFIDENCE IN 

SPECULATIVE SCHEMES
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ENGINEERING TEAM: Pictured (L to R) in their workshop at Unit 403 are the Thorp Arch Engineering team,  
Mick Powell, Jon Sanderson and Dave Brogden.

One of the Estate’s longest-established tenants, Thorp Arch Engineering, has just 
taken out a new five-year lease.

Dave Brogden founded his business with a colleague in 1979 after working 
together for an engineering company in Tadcaster.

He said: “I had a one-year-old son and I realised that it would take me months 
of working Saturday mornings just to buy him a bicycle, so I decided to try being 
my own boss.”

He and his colleague leased Unit 8C3 and moved into bigger premises at Unit 
8B12 a year later, planning to further develop their new gardening product, the 
Eazy-Reach pruning gun.

However, Thorp Arch Engineering’s real success lay in sub-contract engineering 
where the company has worked for 37 years, developing long-standing 
relationships with many different customers, both on the Estate and further  
afield.

Working alongside R. H. Mawson (Engineers) Ltd, which has also been a tenant 
on the Estate for more than 30 years, the company is currently making parts for 
shoring equipment used in the foundations of large-scale construction projects 
all over the world.

Now aged 70, Dave, who lives in Bolton Percy and still works a full week, is 
supported by machinists, John Powell and Mick Sanderson, who have both been 
with the company since 1987. The company has been at its current base, Unit 403, 
for 15 years.

Dave says: “We try to be competitive, set a fair price and provide a good service. 
We must be doing something right because we have survived several recessions 
and are currently very busy.

“Recently, I’ve been working more on the shop floor, especially with the new CNC 
machine. It’s nice to be making things again, just like in the old days.

“We’ve stayed on the Estate for so long because it is a good place to be, quiet and 
attractive with easy parking while being easy to reach from home. The Estate is 
also run by fair-minded gentlemen which makes everything much easier.”

Director of Wharfedale Property Management, Tim Munns, says: “Thorp Arch 
Engineering is one of our longest-established tenants and we are pleased to have 
been associated with the company for so long.

“Our approach is to build strong partnerships with our tenants through the 
challenges which the economy throws at us all and we are delighted that Dave 
Brogden has requested a further five-year lease.”

37 YEARS AND STILL GOING STRONG 
FOR THORP ARCH ENGINEERING
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CUTTING EDGE: Outside MBA Engineering are (L to R) commercial director, Jonathan Sims; technical director,  
Mike Briggs and managing director, Bradley McBain.

Industrial laser supplier MBA Engineering has moved into a bigger unit as part of 
moves to double its turnover in 2016.

The business, which also provides machinery moves and after sales support, 
including repairs, servicing and training, has moved into the 4,925 sq ft Unit 411 
– its third expansion on the Estate in two years – so it can hold more spare parts 
and new and used machinery.

Founded in 2009 by managing director, Bradley McBain and his wife, Rachel, 
who is the marketing director, MBA Engineering now has eight staff, including a 
technical director, commercial director, two junior field engineers, an apprentice 
engineer and an office manager.

The company came to the Estate in 2013, leasing 1,375 sq ft at 5 Moat  
House Square and, in July the following year, expanded into 2,006 sq ft at  
Unit 439.

Equipment provided by MBA Engineering includes Kimla Fibre Lasers and used 
Bystronic Lasers. Support services for Bystronic Laser users includes repairs, 
servicing, training and supplying machinery moves. Since it was founded, MBA 
Engineering has topped an industry satisfaction survey for three consecutive 
years and came a close second in another.

The lasers which MBA Engineering services and supplies are used in a wide range 
of sectors where there is a requirement for cutting mild, or stainless steel, from 
kitchen manufacture to automotive, and the company has clients throughout  
the UK.

Bradley McBain says: “The Kimla Fibre Laser is among the fastest available and 
offers cutting speeds up to six times faster than CO2 laser machines. Our services 
help to improve productivity, machine use and general cost savings when running 
laser cutting machines.

“Since partnering with Kimla in March 2015 we have sold three fibre lasers, a 
number of high-quality, second-hand Bystronic lasers and replaced a customer 
resonator. The Kimla sales have seen clients start a new era as they had never 
had laser-cutting machines before and it is an investment which brings a huge 
increase in productivity and profitability.

“Our aim for 2016 is to double turnover, increase service contract revenue as well 
as offering an online shop for clients to purchase spare parts and consumables.”

Bradley McBain attributes his company’s continuing expansion to factors including 
creating a strong industry reputation, successfully accessing the Government’s 
Growth Accelerator Programme and determination to develop the business which 
has led to investment in staff and technology to trigger further growth.

He adds: “Thorp Arch Estate is a great location for us. We have great access to 
main transport routes, enabling us to service our clients faster. The Estate also 
has the ability to accommodate our expansion and we have moved to bigger 
premises three times in as many years. 

“The Estate management is very supportive. New premises have always  
been made available to suit our needs and modification has been allowed  
where needed.”

EXPANSIONS HELP MBA ENGINEERING 
STAY AT CUTTING EDGE
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LANDSCAPE SETTING: How the seven new light industrial units being built will look on completion this summer.

SEVEN SPECULATIVE UNITS ON THE WAY 
AND AVACTA EXPANDS

SEVEN new speculative industrial units are being built as an extension of the 
existing Ash Way development.

The small industrial facilities, which will total 24,000 sq ft, will comprise of four 
adjoining units of 3,000 sq ft each and three of 4,000 sq ft. They are expected to 
be ready in July.

Each will have an eaves height of 7m, loading doors, offices, mains services 
including gas and superfast broadband. A new purpose-built 12,800 sq ft office 
and laboratory is also being constructed for biotechnology company, Avacta 
Group Plc which joined the Estate in 2010. 

Director of Wharfedale Property Management, Tim Munns, says: “From enquires 
and the high level of business confidence, we think now is the time to construct 
additional industrial accommodation and believe businesses will be impressed 
with the quality and specification of the new properties. 

“We are also delighted to be supporting the continuing expansion of Avacta Group 
Plc by constructing new premises for them, and that the company has committed 
its long-term future to the Estate.”

Avacta Group Plc managing director, Professor Alastair  Smith, says: “The new 
laboratory will greatly expand our development and production of Affimer 
reagents which are engineered alternatives to antibodies for use in research, 
diagnostics and therapeutics.

“The new building will provide us with purpose-built accommodation and will 
enable us to employ more scientists and technicians to further develop Affimer 
products. The new build comes at a critical stage in our growth and has been on 
the cards since we raised capital in 2014 to fund the fit out of the new laboratory 
for this part of the business.  

BOOST YOUR BUSINESS 
WITH OUR DISCOUNTED 

SUPERFAST BROADBAND

Thorp Arch Estate is part of the investment portfolio of Rockspring Hanover Property Unit Trust which is committed to a programme of improvements to provide more 
commercial accommodation to meet the needs of businesses and promote Commerce in the Countryside.

Thorp Arch Estate, Wetherby, is a thriving business community in an attractive parkland setting close to the A1(M) motorway.

The Estate is home to a diverse range of more than 140 businesses, from small businesses to large plcs, operating in local, national and international 
markets and employing more than 1,800 people.

The 120,000 sq ft Thorp Arch Retail Park was one of the first out-of-town shopping centres in the North when it opened in 1959 and is complemented 
by a variety of leisure facilities.

The Estate’s superfast broadband network was significantly extended during 2015 
so virtually all buildings can benefit from the cost-effective service.

Due to infrastructure investment by the Estate’s owner, Rockspring Hanover 
Property Unit Trust, tenants can enjoy the benefits of superfast broadband, 
starting at 20 Megabits per second at a discounted rate of only £30 a month. 
Faster speeds are also available.

The service, which uses the latest fibre-to-the-cabinet technology is managed 
through Internet provider, York Data Services, and has proved popular since first 
being introduced to the Estate in 2012.

Companies interested in enhancing their Internet use with superfast broadband 
should contact either York Data Services, Tel: 0845-345-1900, or the Estate Office, 
Tel: 01937-845919

“We also expect to grow our workforce in this part of the business from around  
35 to 50 during the next couple of years. 

“We are very happy at the Estate.  It is well located for our workforce between 
Leeds, York and Harrogate and the management of the Estate has been very 
supportive and accommodating of our needs. I am pleased that we have found a 
long-term home.“
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